
AGILE PATENCY CAPSULE 

PATIENT INFORMATION LEAFLET
Why do I need to have a Patency Capsule? 
Your physician has determined that as part of your medical evaluation you should undergo a Patency Test with the Agile Patency capsule. This is to confirm if your Gastrointestinal Tract (GI) is passable or “patent” for an object the size of the capsule.

                                 
What is a Patency Capsule and what does it involve?

This procedure involves ingesting a dissolvable capsule. The Agile Patency capsule consists of dissolvable components, surrounding a tiny radio Frequency Identification (RIFD) tag that can be detected by X-ray or the Agile patency scanner. The capsule starts to dissolve about 30 hours after ingestion. You will be instructed to return to the hospital within 24 hours after ingesting the capsule to test whether the capsule is still present in your body. 

If the capsule is not detected, implying that it has been excreted whole, this means that your GI tract is patent. However, it is common for patients to retain the capsule for more than 30 hours.

If the capsule is retained for more than 30 hours, it will then dissolve into small pieces that can pass naturally through your GI tract. However, if you have a narrowing of the small bowel, the capsule can get stuck and lead to bowel obstruction. If the capsule takes time to disintegrate, you may need to be admitted to the hospital for management of your symptoms and you may even require surgical procedures to resolve the issue.
Additional note
For further information visit 

www.givenimaging.com
How Should I Prepare for the Procedure?                                

Tell your doctor or nurse in advance about any medications you take, of the presence of a pacemaker, previous abdominal surgery, swallowing problems or previous history of obstructions in the bowel. 

· Let us know if you are diabetic at least a week in advance of your appointment.

· After lunch on the day before test, start a liquid diet. 
NO SOLIDS FOODS, NO MILK PRODUCTS
· The day before the procedure, do not eat nor drink after 10 pm except for necessary medication with a sip of water but not 2 hours before the examination.

What Can I Expect During Patency Capsule?                                        

  On your arrival to the unit the nurse will ensure you understand the procedure and discuss any outstanding concerns or questions you may have. When you are satisfied with the information and your questions have been answered you will be asked to sign a consent form.  Then, you will be asked to swallow the capsule with water. Another appointment will be made to check capsule presence.

How long does the test take?                                                                      The test takes 30 hours from the time the capsule is swallowed.

What happens after ingesting the Agile patency

· Do not eat or drink for two hours. Four hours after ingestion, you may have a light snack. After this you may continue with your normal diet and normal activities.

· If you suffer from any abdominal pain, nausea or vomiting, during the Patency Test with Agile Patency capsule, contact your doctor immediately or go to the nearest A&E.

· After ingesting the Agile Patency Capsule and until it leaves your body, avoid being near to any source of powerful electromagnetic fields such as one created near an MRI device.

· Your next appointment is scheduled for 24 hours after ingestion. Your physician will test for the absence of the Agile patency capsule in your body with the X-ray. This will either confirm the patency of your Gastrointestinal  tract with the presence of the capsule. 

What happens after completing the test

· The physician will discuss with you the outcome of the test of any further course of action

· If the capsule is retained in your body, the doctor may recommend additional tests to verify capsule location and tracking.

